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David Simpson writes… 

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS 
 Why make them? Nearly all of us will only break them after a couple of weeks. 
What’s the point of them? In these dark dull days of winter things often seem pointless 
and we might ask what is the meaning of life? What is the point in this Church/God stuff? 
 If you feel yourself asking these questions or just feel you need a bit of new life, 
maybe participating in an Alpha course is for you. 
 Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the Christian faith, typically run over eleven 
weeks. Each talk looks at a different question around faith and is designed to create 
conversation. Alpha is run all around the globe, and everyone is welcome. It runs in 
cafes, churches, universities, homes – you name it. No two Alphas look the same, but 
generally they have three key things in common: food, a talk and good conversation. 
 Whether it’s a group of friends gathered around a kitchen table, or a quick catch up 
over coffee and cake, food has a way of bringing people together. It’s no different at 
Alpha. Most sessions start with food (ours will start with an evening meal) because it’s a 
great way to build community and get to know each other. 
 The talks are designed to engage and inspire conversation. Usually around 30 
minutes long, presented as a video. They explore the big issues around faith and unpack 
the basics of Christianity, addressing questions from Who is Jesus? and How can we have 
faith? to Why and how do I pray? and How does God guide us? 
 Probably the most important part of any Alpha course is the chance to share 
thoughts and ideas on the topic, and simply discuss it in a small group. There is no 
obligation to say anything and there is nothing you can’t say (seriously). It is an 
opportunity to hear from others and contribute you own perspective in an honest, 
friendly, open and non-judgemental environment. 
 Feeling a prickle or prod from your conscience? Don’t ignore it. Full details of how 
to join the Alpha course are inside the Beacon newsletter. 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
 Hours: 9.30 – 12.45pm Mon-Fri   Tel: 021 4773821  
 Address: Frenchfield, Lower Catholic Walk, Kinsale, Co. Cork 
 Email: parishoffice@kinsale-parish.org   
 Website: www.kinsaleparish.org   
 Webcam for streaming Masses & Services: Open website & click on Live Church Streaming 

 Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/kinsaleparish/ 
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Kinsale Beacon 
St. John the Baptist & The Carmelite Friary SUNDAY MASS TIMES  

• Parish Church: Vigil 6.30pm (Sat.) 10.00am & 12 Noon.  
• Carmelite Friary: 8.30am & 11am.  

 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES  
• Parish Church: Mon and Tues: 8.30am. Wed, Thurs, Fri: NO MASS 
• Carmelite Friary: Mon – Fri: 7.30am & 10.00am.  

 

SATURDAY MASS TIMES  
• Parish Church: 11.00am.  
• Carmelite Friary: 10.00am.  

 

BIBLE STUDY 
• Upper Sacristy: Wednesdays at 10.45am. Sundays at 8pm. All welcome. Bring your Bible. 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  
• Parish Church: Mondays from 9am to 1pm. Tuesdays from 9am to 8pm. 

 

CONFESSIONS  
• Parish Church: Saturdays after 11.00am and 6.30pm Masses.  
• Carmelite Friary: Saturdays 10.30am & 3.30pm.  

 

📖  READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY – Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
      Is 8:23-9:3. Ps 26:1, 4, 13-14, R/ v 1. 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17. Mt 4:12-23 

ANNIVERSARIES 
We remember in our prayers: 

Neilus and Phil O’Regan, 
John and Joan Fitzpatrick, 

Gearóid McCarthy, 
Eileen Doran, 

Margaret Arnopp, 
Nora Hannon, 
Sean Condon, 

Molly O’Donovan, 
Mary O’Leary. 

May they rest in peace. 
 
 

OBITUARY 
Patience (Pat) Dersley (nee Gosling), 

Lower O’Connell Street and UK 
The death took place peacefully in 

England of Pat Dersley on 5th December 
2019. Pat was a native of Kinsale. She 
grew up on Fisher Street, now Lower 

O’Connell Street, the youngest of a family 
of four and the last to go to God. She was 

a cousin of the late Eileen O’Leary, 
O’Connell Street. Pat’s father was in the 
Merchant Navy. At the age of 21 in 1945, 

Pat went to the UK to join other family 
members and work. She stayed there for 
the rest of her life. Over 50 years ago, Pat 

married Richard Dersley and they were 
very happy together. It was her wish that 
she be buried in Kinsale in the family plot 

at the Abbey cemetery. 
The funeral Mass was celebrated by Fr. 

Robert accompanied by Fr. Lar.  
We extend our deepest sympathy to Pat’s 

husband Richard, relatives and friends. 
May she rest in peace. 

 

SPECIAL COLLECTION 
The quarterly collection for the diocesan 

funds will be held this weekend 
(18th/19th January). This special 

collection is to enable the diocese to 
fund the variety of programmes it 

provides in areas such as education, 
parish pastoral development, diocesan 

administration and social services. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. John the Ba ptist & The Carmelite 

DO THIS IN MEMORY’ MASSES 
The Masses for young people preparing 
for First Communion will take place next 

weekend (25th/ 26th January): 
 

Summercove & Scoil Naomh Eltin: 
Sat. 25th January at the 6.30pm Mass. 

 

Gaelscoil Chionn tSáile & Dunderrow: 
Sun. 26th January at the 10am Mass. 

 

THANK YOU 
SVP Kinsale would like to thank the 

members of MACRA na Feirme 
Kinsale for their donation of firewood. 
They were distributed in the Kinsale 
area and were much appreciated by 

those who received them. 
 

 

KINSALE MEN’S SHED 
3rd Tuesday Supper & Singalong 
Tuesday 21st January at 7pm in 
Kinsale Men’s Shed, The Glen. 
Suggested donation €7 for main 

course, €3 for dessert. Free tea and 
coffee. Vegan, vegetarian and gluten 
free catered for. All welcome (male 
and female). To book please phone 

083 4685059 

CHURCH CLEANING 
Church cleaning will take place on 

Monday 20th January at 6.30pm. Thank 
you to the people who make such a great 

effort in cleaning our church. 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR SICK 
The annual Mass and Anointing of 
the Sick, organised by the Kinsale 

Carmelite Lourdes Pilgrimage 
Committee, will be celebrated in the 

Kinsale Carmelite Friary Church at 
3pm on Sunday 9th February. 

All former Carmelite pilgrims to 
Lourdes most welcome.  

If you know of any sick who would 
like to be present, in keeping with 

Pope Francis expressed wish, please 
offer them a lift. 

 

 

PENNY	DINNERS	FUNDRAISER	
Wellness	and	Craft	Fair	in	aid	of	Cork	
Penny	Dinners	at	The	Metropole	Hotel,	
McCurtain	Street,	Cork	city	on	Sunday	
26th	January	from	12.00pm	to	5.00pm.	
On	the	day	there	will	be	readings,	

massages,	kinesiology,	reflexology	and	
other	treatments,	hair	styling,	nail	art,	
crystals,	jewellery,	books,	jams,	hats	
and	accessories	and	music	on	the	day.	
Admission	€5.	Children	free.	All	

proceeds	go	to	Cork	Penny	Dinners. 
 

OBERAMMERGAU 
PASSION PLAY 

(Including Category 1 Tickets) 
22ND – 29TH MAY 2020 

Direct Flight Cork to Zurich return 
Spiritual Director:  Fr. Criostóir Mac 

Donald, Church of the Real Presence, 
Curraheen Road. Fully escorted tour. 
For details contact: PREMIER TRAVEL 
2 Grand Parade, Daunt’s Square, Cork 

Tel. 021-4277700 
Email: norardy@premiertravel.ie 

 
DUNDERROW  

COMMUNITY ALERT 
Meeting on Monday 20th January 

at 8.15pm in Eli Lilly. 
 

AGROFORESTRY	CONFERENCE	
Kinsale	College	and	Transition	Town	Kinsale	are	putting	on	an	Agroforestry	
(growing	trees	with	crops	or	grazing	animals	under	them)	conference	in	

Kinsale	on	Saturday	25th	January	at	the	Carmelite	Friary	from	10am	-	4pm.	
We	need	more	trees	in	our	landscapes	and	this	is	one	method	of	achieving	it	
and	multiple	other	benefits	alongside	it.	We	have	some	great	speakers	lined	up	

including	Paul	Soden	who	is	coming	from	Brazil	and	who	is	practicing	
syntropic	agroforestry	and	Thomas	O'Connor	who	has	just	won	the	farming	
for	nature	award.	Please	feel	free	to	share	and	encourage	landowners	to	come	

along	and	see	what	grants	are	available	for	them.	
The	plan	is	to	run	some	workshops	in	the	college	in	the	afternoon	also	
 
 

 

K.A.R.A. 
KINSALE ACTIVE RETIRED ASSOCIATION 
Meeting on Tuesday 21st January in the 

Temperance Hall at 2.15pm for 
presentation by Pat Caniffe, Jerry 

McCarthy and Dermot Ryan – “History of 
the Parish Church”. 

 

NEW ALPHA COURSE 
Starting on  Wednesday 22nd January in the Friary Centre from 7.30-9.00pm.  

Following on from our first highly successful Alpha course, we will run the 
course again for those who did not get a place on the first course and for 
anyone else who wants to do the course. This course is open to all and is 

designed for those who feel they are not quite sure about their faith. 
Maybe they feel they go to Church out of habit, or maybe they have given 
up on all that Church stuff. The course is also aimed at those who do go to 
Church but feel they need their faith revitalising. Indeed, all can benefit. 

There is a maximum of 24 places on this course, which is free.  
For more information or to register, there is a sheet at the back of the 
church where you can leave your details, or you can contact the parish 

office 021 4773821 or email gwycherley@hotmail.com 
 

 

KINSALE GAA LOTTO 
Jackpot numbers: 11, 19, 30. Jackpot 

€2,000. No winner. Runners up:  
€50 Cara O’Shea; €30 Esther O’Driscoll;  

€20 Pat McCrae. 
 

LEGION OF MARY 
The Legion of Mary meets every Monday 

night at 7.15pm in the Friary Library. 
Please note new venue. New members 
always welcome. Contact 085 7459011 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 
 
 

We are very privileged here in our parish 
to have the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament exposed in our church on 
Mondays from 9am to 1pm and Tuesdays 
from 9am to 8pm. The experience of 
spending time in front of the Blessed 
Sacrament brings many blessings. The 
graces and blessings received from this 
time brings us peace in this world of noise 
that we are surrounded by.  
We are encouraging more people to take 
up the commitment of spending an hour 
with Our Lord. Contact 085 7459011. The 

hours most in need of extra adorers are: 
• Mondays between 10am and 11am 
• Tuesdays between 9am and 11am 
• Tuesdays between 2pm and 3pm 
• Tuesdays between 6pm and 8pm 

 

 KINSALE HISTORY SOCIETY 
Annual dinner on Friday 7th February 
in the Trident Hotel. Tickets €30 from 

Maura Ahern or the Tourist Office. 
 


