
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INTRODUCTION BY KINSALE PARISH ASSEMBLY CHAIRPERSON GEARÓID 

WYCHERLEY 
 

The members of the Parish Assembly are delighted to bring the Faith Community up to date 
on the results of the Faith Survey conducted over 2 weekends in March and to outline some of 
the actions proposed as a result of the survey. 
Firstly, we would like to thank everybody for completing the survey and for the honesty and 
frankness of the comments. The survey was completed by 586 people.  
This is a very significant sample by any standards and is a snapshot at this time in Kinsale of 
people's views and opinions. It would be very interesting to do a similar survey at sometime in 
the future and chart the changes. However that is a matter for another day. 
To the question: What do you like most about going to Mass, these were the responses: 
61% of responses were from women and 39% from men.  
80% of responses were from people over 40 years of age. 
 99% of people said that they felt welcome in Mass.  

 
In the following pages you will find a further flavour of the responses. 
At the outset, we the Parish Assembly committed ourselves to sharing the information, while 
obviously respecting the confidentiality of the  survey , and to responding to all the opinions 
and suggestions, even if it meant that we may not always be in a position to offer a positive 
response. 
There are four groupings within the PA namely, Young People and Children, Liturgy, Enriching 
the Faith, and Communications and Community.  Each group has been working actively on 
analysing the information and formulating the responses. The initial responses are set out in 
this bulletin. 
We would like to emphasise that this is the initial response and many of the issues raised 
require more detailed consideration.  We therefore hope to share more of the PA responses 
and proposed actions with you over the next few months in the beacon and on the parish 
website. 
Go raibh maith agaibh go léir arís agus Beannacht Dé libh, 
Gearóid Wycherley 
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The recent parish survey has afforded us a rare and privileged insight into how our community understands faith. Your response to 
the survey has provided this group with a clear sense of purpose and direction.  Going forward it is our aim to implement many of 
your suggestions in the lifetime of this Parish Assembly.  
One overarching recommendation is to invite guest speakers to present talks and lead retreats on aspects of faith and spirituality.  
Noteworthy too were the numbers expressing a desire to learn more about the contemplative practice of meditation within the 
Christian tradition.   
This is a journey of faith that we, as a community, can all take together.  Setting out, we have now an opportunity to share in the 
diversity of our faith as we seek to inspire in one another an enthusiasm for God’s loving presence.   
Analysis:  
91% of people said that God was either very important or fairly important in their lives. 
76% of people pray more than once per week;  54% pray every day. 
83% of people responded that faith played a role in how they coped with a major personal emotional event, such as bereavement, 
separation or major illness. 
!

COMMUNICATIONS & COMMUNITY GROUP UPDATE!
 

 

Since the beginning of the formation of the new assembly group in January, the communications and community group has been 
working hard to both continue the activities of the previous group and to develop ideas that will help the parish community. 
Our group feels inspired to help promote ongoing parish activities further by trying to share this information as broadly as possible 
and to facilitate even more parish community activities.  
The team has spent time reviewing the survey feedback and developing a range of activities and actions based on these responses. 
The main themes of the survey responses were; 

1. Promoting the sense of community. Suggestions included after Mass events, prayer Services and talks. 
2. Sermon content and duration. 
3. Engagement of as many people as possible in the community. 
4. New to community support including the parish website and a welcome group. 
5. Notices of parish activities 

The Communications and Community group plan to lead the following activities over the coming months;  
1. Website/facebook redevelopment 
2. Parish calendar of events 
3. Development of the Beacon newsletter. 
4. After Mass activities. 

ENRICHING THE FAITH GROUP 

!
LITURGY GROUP!

 
The Liturgy group appreciate all the replies to the survey.   We have studied all the suggestions offered, and will endeavour to 
respond as best we can.  Some of the issues raised are decided at world level of english speaking, e.g. words and ritual of the 
Mass.   However, we are considering ways we can accommodate many of the suggestions made, such as : 

• Allowing time for peaceful reflection  during Mass.  
• Variations on Sign of Peace – Interaction between the congregation.  
• More active participation in the Mass.  
• Church music.  

Some of the suggestions made are already in practice in Kinsale parish and will continue to be implemented and 
enhanced where possible  e.g.  

• Participation of women 
• Focus on the presence of God 
• Inclusive language 
• Stewarding where necessary.  
• There was a significant number of comments on the Masses for First Communion and Confirmation. We would like to 

share the following information on these programmes. 
• Masses in preparation for First Communion (In Memory of Me Masses ), and Confirmation,  are part of the programmes 

followed by the young people all over the country. We welcome and value the participation of families and our youngest 
parishioners. 

• The combined numbers of children from all the local schools make it logistically impossible to have all the children 
present at one Mass. While these Masses can be very busy, people are always encouraged to be respectful at all services. 
To facilitate those who value minimal distraction during Mass, we will endeavour to better publicise the dates and times 
in advance. 

• It is not possible to hold the First Communion and Confirmation preparation Masses during the school day - these are 
held on a Saturday because it is not a work day for many people.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR MISSION 
COLLECTION. 

The Missionary Sisters of St. Peter 
Claver would like to convey their 
thanks to all the parishioners who 
were so generous towards their 
collection recently. ‘Your good deeds 
will not go unrewarded to Him who 
sees what is done in secret’. A total of 
€3604.85 was raised. 
 
PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK 
Ballinspittle annual weekend 
pilgrimage to Knock takes place on 
8/9th July (Sat/Sun). Places available: 
Contact Kathleen at 021 4778237 
 

 

RALLY FOR LIFE 
 The most important date on the pro-
life calendar is 1st July. That’s when 
we hope you join with thousands of 
others to speak up for the right to 
life. Meet us in Dublin City Centre 
@ 2pm on Sat 1st  July. Book your 
seat on buses ex Cork on 086 
8233110.  https://rallyforlife.net/dub
lin-2017/ 
 

MINISTERS OF THE WORD 
Ministers of the Word can collect 

their new “Guide for Readers” and 
new rotas from the sacristy after 

Masses.  
 

The first pervading theme we observed related to the stress parents experience when taking young children to Mass.  We have 
therefore undertaken to help make Mass more welcoming for our youngest parishioners and their families by designating the 
existing Children’s Liturgy Mass at 10am as a family Mass.  We are still in the process of finalising the format, but are 
exploring the following initiatives: 
• Creating space for buggies 
• Inviting children to be closer to the altar 
• Encouraging more participation of children and families in the liturgy  
• Utilising simpler mass texts  
• Providing colouring sheets for younger children related to the weekly readings  
The other key area to which our attention was drawn was the thoughtful responses received from 12- 18 year olds. They 
demonstrated a strong underlying faith but also a level of difficulty in expression of faith, faith development and sharing of faith 
with peers.  We felt that a special youth programme might provide the opportunity to help them address these challenges.  We 
are exploring the many Christian and Catholic youth programmes available with a view to identifying what we feel is both 
suitable and achievable for us to deliver in the Parish. 
We have been receiving support and advice from the Diocesan Pastoral Development office regarding these new initiatives, and 
hope to be in the position of piloting the new family mass and a youth programme in the autumn. 
 

Analysis: If you have a child preparing for Confirmation/Communion, do you intend to continue going to Mass after your child 
has received Confirmation/Communion? 
Responses: Every Sunday: 42%, Most Sundays : 34%, Occasionally: 24%,  

Analysis: If you have children (0-18) living with you, what do you already do to practice your faith at home? 1-N/A;  2-pray for 
your child; 3-discuss values love+fairness; 4-be good to others, charity; 5-religious objects; 6-Sunday Mass +other visits; 7-
prayers at bedtime, grace; 8-reading bible stories; 9-talk how faith affects life choices; 10-nourish your own faith; 11-visit crib; 
12-Other, specify 
 

 
 

YOUNG PEOPLE AND CHILDREN GROUP  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO 
TEACH OLDER PEOPLE TO USE 

COMPUTERS 
Age Action runs basic computer 

classes for older people in venues in 
and around Cork City and County.  

The aim is to teach older people how 
to use the internet on their own 

devices. For more information email: 
gettingstarted@ageaction.ie or text 

087 1956026 or phone 021 2067399 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
The parish office will be closed on 

Monday 3rd July until Friday 7th July. 
It will re-open on Monday 10th July. 

 



PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE 
The Parish Finance Committee met on Tuesday 6th June to discuss parish 
finances and maintenance.  A number of maintenance works need to be carried 
out in the near future.  While these works will be expensive, the Finance 
Committee feel that they are essential in order to maintain the Church to its high 
standard. 
The railings at the front of the Church building need to be finished in order to 
comply with health and safety regulations, because the Church is a listed 
building we must replicate the existing railings. 
This work will greatly enhance the perimeter grounds and will complete the 
renovation of the Church.  Other essential works to be carried out include: 

 Painting and carpet cleaning. 
 The oil tank may need to be replaced. 
 Roof repairs and spiking for pest proofing. 
 Services to the fire supression system and the lightning conductor. 

Some of these works will require the hire of a hoist. Despite so many demands 
on parishioners, we are grateful for your ongoing generosity. Your continued 
support is greatly appreciated. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

K.A.R.A. 
Tues 27th June: Exercise with 

Maureen followed by closing party. 
Music by Vincent & Johnny. 
Re opens: Tues, Sept 19th. 

 

SUMMER CAMP 
Designer Minds will be running a 
primary science, design and technology 
summer camp in Kinsale. A week of fun, 
hands-on creative challenges and 
projects, for girls and boys who love to 
design, build and experiment. Suitable 
for primary  school children aged 7-13. 
Visit www.designerminds.ie or call 087 
631 0411 
 

SPECIAL COLLECTION 
The Peter’s Pence collection will be 
taken up at Masses this weekend 

(24th/25th June). This collection is used 
by the Pope to support special 
charitable projects in developing 
countries as well as defraying 

expenses of the work of the Church. 
 

INNISHANNON GARDENS & 
GALLERIES 

Sat 1st & Sun 2nd July.  Presented by 
Tidy Town Committee & The Friends of 

Innishannon. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
We remember in our prayers 
Tom McCourt, Nellie Murphy 

Teddy Tisdall, Timothy Condon 
Mary Daly, Con O’Donovan 

Joan & John Fitzpatrick 
Miah & Marian Sheehan 

John Murphy, Fr. Wm O’Regan 
Donal O’Regan, Greta Kiely 

Matthew Doran, Faolán Crowley 
Eddie & Eileen Walsh 

May they rest in peace. 
 

KINSALE GAA  
Lotto Jackpot no’s: 29 32 34 
Jackpot: €1,100:  
No Winner 
Consolation Prize Winners; 
€50: Willie Dillon 
€30: Rose Eaton 
€20: Eoin O’Neill 
Next week’s Jackpot: €1,200. 

 
OPEN GARDEN FOR 

MARYMOUNT HOSPICE 
Sat 8th July 2pm-6pm at Alannah 

Sheehan’s, Kinalea Garden, 
Shipool, Innishannon. Admission 
by donation only. All proceeds to 

Marymount Hospice. 
 

 OBITUARY 
Charlie Austin husband of Regina and 
loving father to Holly and Ben died 
suddenly on Thursday 8th June. Charlie 
was the son of Helen and the late 
Charlie and brother to Martin and John. 
His remains were received into St. John 
the Baptist on Tuesday 13th June and his 
funeral took place at 12 noon on 
Wednesday followed by burial to 
Clontead Cemetery. Charlie had a life-
long interest in all things ‘trucking’ and 
spent his professional life at the wheel 
as a long distance driver. A loving 
family man, loyal friend and gentle 
mentor he will be greatly missed.  We 
extend our sincere sympathy to his wife 
Regina, daughter Holly, son Ben, 
mother Helen, brothers Martin and 
John, son in law Keith, relatives and 
friends. May he rest in peace. 
  

JULY CHURCH COLLECTORS  
6.30pm Mass: Richard 
O’Driscoll, Donal Wright, Frank 
Kiernan, Paddi Horgan. 
10am Mass: Dermot Collins, 
Dan Forde, John Buckley, Tim 
Buckley 
12 noon Mass:   Bernard 
Hurley (2&9), Marion 
O’Sullivan, Michael Roche, 
Billy O’Connor, Jim O’Donovan, 
Eileen O’Connell (16&23), Pat 
Morrissey (30) 

CHURCH CLEANING 
Church cleaning will take place on 
Mon 26th June at 6.30pm. Thank 

you to the people who make such a 
great effort in cleaning our church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE 
2017: The Summer Mass 

Schedule begins on Monday 3rd  
July and continues to Friday 

Sept. 1st. 
Carmelite Friary: 

Weekday Masses: 
Mon-Fri: 7.30am & 10.00am 

Sat: 10.00 am 
Sunday: 8.30am & 11.00am 

 
St. John the Baptist Church 

Mon, Tues: 8.30am 
Wed, Thurs, Fri: No Masses 

Sat: 11.00am 
Weekend Masses: 

Sat: 6.30pm vigil Mass 
Sun: 10.00am & 12 noon. 

 

LAST BEACON OF THE SEASON 
Since this is the last Beacon of the season, (resuming 
weekend 2nd/3rd Sept) we would like to wish our 
readers a very enjoyable summer. Keep an eye on the 
parish website www.kinsaleparish.org for parish news 
items during the summer months. In the meantime, if 
you have a news item you would like to publicise, you 
can contact JJ Hurley (086 1971870 
jjhurley123@gmail.com) or Dermot Ryan (086 8267656 
dermotryannews@gmail.com) 

 

 


