
PRAYING FOR OUR DECEASED LOVED ONES  
AT THIS TIME OF THE CORONAVIRUS/COVID 19 
when we cannot attend the funeral  
 
Preparing to pray… 
These prayers can be prayed by an individual or by a family — while attending to social 
distancing requirements. 
On a small table place a candle which you will light as you begin the time of prayer. If you 
have them, also a photograph of the deceased and a bible or missal. 
 
 
SIGN OF THE CROSS  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
[Light the candle] 
We offer this time of prayer for ourselves and for our beloved N. May it give us consolation 
and hope, and strength for the days ahead.  
 
PRAYER FOR THE BEREAVED AND THE DECEASED  
 

Lord Jesus,  
You hold out a hand of love to so many who seek your help.  
Take hold of our hands this day and see us through this time of sorrow and loss.  
Renew our faith in your healing touch and help us to place our trust in your gentle care.  
In the days that lie ahead, keep us close to you,  
that we may find comfort and peace in the nearness of your unfailing love.  
We pray for N. and commend him/her to your love and compassion.  
Forgive N. his/her sins, and grant him/her a place of happiness, light and peace in the 
kingdom of your glory forever. Amen.  
 
 
THE WORD OF GOD JOHN 14:1-3  
 

Jesus says: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God still and trust in me. There are 
many rooms in my Father’s house; if there were not, I should have told you. I am going now 
to prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and prepared you a place, I shall return to 
take you with me, so that where I am you may be too.’  
 
PAUSE FOR SILENT PRAYER FOR OUR DECEASED LOVED ONE  
 
Family members may wish to share words with one another and say thanks to God for the 
person and the life of their loved one. 
 
  

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In baptism, N. died with Christ. May he/she now share the fullness of life with the Risen 
Lord. Lord, hear us.   
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
We pray that our family may find comfort through faith in Christ and the support of the 
Christian community. Lord, hear us.   
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
May we live our lives in the love of God’s presence. May we be reunited with N. some day 
when God calls us. Lord, hear us.   
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
We pray for all who care for the sick and the dying and for all our healthcare workers. Keep 
them safe and free from harm. Lord, hear us.   
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
Guide with your wisdom all those who are working to protect us at this time of trial.  
Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
We pray for all who have died, especially our relatives and friends, that they may enjoy 
eternal life in heaven.  
Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
OUR FATHER or A DECADE OF THE ROSARY – The Resurrection of the Lord 
 
CONCLUDING PRAYER  
Lord God, You listen to the voice of our pleading. Let us find in your Son, comfort in our 
sadness, certainty in our doubt, and courage to live through this hour. Make our faith 
strong through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
CONCLUSION  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May they rest in peace.  May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.  
 
PRAYER OF ST JOHN HENRY NEWMAN 
May the Lord support us all the day long,  
till the shadows lengthen and the evening comes,  
and the busy world is hushed,  
and the fever of life is over and our work is done.  
Then in His love and mercy may he give us and N. a safe lodging,  
a holy rest and peace at the last. Amen.  
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Remember to extinguish the candle 


