
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kinsale Beacon 
St. John the Baptist & The Carmelite Friary 

No. 24. Vol 22. 
8th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

28th February 2021 

Fr. Robert  writes… 
PARISH FINANCES 2020 

In this Yellow Beacon we feature the parish accounts for the year ended 31st December 2020 which were presented, 
considered and unanimously approved by the Parish Finance Committee on Monday 25th January. Following approval and sign-
off by the Kinsale parish auditors Bambury, Fitzgerald & Co. a copy of the accounts has been forwarded to the Diocesan office.  
Despite the considerable challenges being experienced by all, contributions to the parish continue to demonstrate the 
ongoing generosity of our parishioners and we are grateful for your ongoing support. 
 

Financial Position and Completed/Proposed Capital Projects 
You will note that our working account balance has reduced considerably during 2020 due to reduced income as well as 
considerable remedial work undertaken in our church. Some major capital projects carried out in 2020: 

• Repair and painting of church windows   
• St. Brigid’s Room (the old Mortuary)  

renovation completed  
 

Further essential works to be completed in 2021: 
• Repair works to cornicing 
• Roof repairs and follow-up painting  

 

Year End Figures 2020 
Our year-end figures show a decrease of 22% in offertory collections [primary source of parish income] in comparison to 
previous year, resulting in a decrease of 20% in overall income for the year. This, coupled with an increase of 17% in 
expenditure [due mainly to building/remedial projects], contributed to an overall loss of €35,000 on parish activities for the 
year. A detailed analysis of our income and expenditure is included overleaf in this Beacon. Other collections undertaken on 
behalf of the Diocese, totaling almost €6,000, are listed separately. You will note that the parish received a large bequest 
during the year. This bequest is included in accompanying accounts as an extraordinary item and was designated for use in 
ongoing Faith Development programmes. We are fortunate and extremely grateful for the great generosity of the Sisters of 
Mercy whose contribution to the Church and Kinsale, through this bequest, remains ongoing. 
 

Envelope Collection System and Online Donate Facility 
Our parish continues to benefit greatly from the Envelope and tax-back system which resulted in an income of €14,500 in 
2020. Once a parishioner, who is a taxpayer, either PAYE or self-employed, contributes over €250 per year [€5 per week] to 
the parish, the tax back can be reclaimed from the Revenue Commissioners at no cost to the taxpayer. The scheme continues 
to be totally confidential and has no implications for the participating taxpayer. We thank sincerely all contributors to the 
scheme and invite others to join for 2021. Many of our parishioners have continued to support the church through on-going 
donations during 2020 and mindful of this, the parish website now carries an enhanced online donate system. The ‘Donate’ 
button on the parish website promotes ease of access and is a convenient and safe method of supporting the parish. 
 

Thank You 
I wish to thank the members of the Finance Committee who endeavor to maintain standards of maintenance and comfort in 
our church thus ensuring that your visit to our place of worship continues to be an enriching experience in an environment 
that remains comfortable and inviting for all. I would also like to thank the church collectors, the volunteers who count and 
lodge the weekly offertory collections, the volunteers who deliver the Dues envelopes and Christmas and Easter cards, and 
you, the parishioners, who contribute in so many ways to our parish. May the Lord reward you. 
 PARISH OFFICE 
 Tel: 021 4773821  Hours: 9.30am – 12.45pm Mon-Fri   Email: parishoffice@kinsale-parish.org    
 Address: Frenchfield, Lower Catholic Walk, Kinsale, Co. Cork 
 Website: www.kinsaleparish.org    Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/kinsaleparish/ 
 Webcam for streaming Masses & other Services: Open website and click on Live Church Streaming 

 

• Internal painting in the church and railings outside the church 
• Oil tank replacement and relocation 
• Repair works to cornicing  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On October 22nd 2020, Kinsale began hosting its first online marriage enrichment course. The couples committed to 
completing the seven weeks of the course which has been created with the help of leading experts in marriage and 
relationships. Many couples lead busy lives, with lots of commitments including work and family life, therefore, it can be 
difficult to prioritize their relationship with each other. 
On Thursday evening each week we and the other couples set aside 90 minutes to gather via Zoom, watch a video and then 
discuss the topics raised, as a couple, in private. It was presented in a gentle way with open ended questions that stimulated 
discussion within the couple and there was no group sharing. Each person had his or her own journal to encourage them to 
answer the questions honestly and openly. It was an opportunity to spend time together, talk to each other and listen to 
their partner.  
These are some of the comments from the couples who took part: 
“The course was fun and enjoyable, we got a lot out of it and it was very worthwhile.”  
“It was well packaged, with good advice and tips which were shared in a simple and everyday way.” 
“Seven weeks was a big commitment but marriage is a lifetime commitment so the effort to do the course was definitely 
worth it.” 
“Good businesses do courses to help them to achieve better results. This was a course to help each individual and couple to 
better understand how to take care of their marriage.” 
In their feedback the participants said they would recommend the marriage course for people who want to make a good 
marriage even better. It is not really designed for people who are struggling in their marriage. Its main focus is equipping 
people with the essential life skills to build a successful marriage and as someone said “As a husband or wife, building a 
marriage may perhaps be the most important thing you have ever done”. 
We are grateful to the parish for making The Marriage Course available. Anyone interested in taking part in a future course 
should contact the parish office to register their interest. (phone: 021 4773821 or email: parishoffice@kinsale-parish.org) 
 
 

ONLINE MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT COURSE 

The Faith Development Group members have continued working using email and phone. 
• Thank you to the O'Callaghan Family who generously took up our invitation to film themselves making St Brigid's crosses.  
• The group sourced Lenten resources for families which will be shared on the Parish website and Facebook page.  
• Members of the group have been attending Zoom Book Clubs and presentations about Laudato Si. Laudato Si is Pope 

Francis's encyclical about caring for the environment. This year is the 5th anniversary of the publication and the Pope is 
asking us all to take another look at the document. Many people are looking at the world in a new way in light of Covid 
19. Inspired by this, the Faith Development group has invited Jane Mellet, the Laudato Si Officer from Trocaire to lead an 
online book club, "Caring For our Common World" starting on 22/02/2021 at 8pm. All are welcome both from near and 
far. We will use the document to look at our responsibility to care for the environment globally and locally. To receive the 
links to this group please email kinsalelsi@gmail.com  

 

The members of Kinsale Parish Assembly have continued to work to enrich the pastoral, spiritual and faith life of the members 
of our Parish during the Covid-19 pandemic. The assembly meets online on the first Monday of each month. 
While the church was open for Masses last year, the assembly organized a rota of volunteer stewards to ensure the safety of the 
congregation at Masses and to clean the church after each Mass. 
On Ash Wednesday, the assembly organized envelopes and compostable single-use spoons to enable people to collect blessed 
ashes from the church. 
 

KINSALE PARISH ASSEMBLY 

The Liturgy Group organised a beautiful ‘Remembrance Tree’ in the church for the month of November. Doves with the 
names of parishioners who died during the previous 12 months were placed on the branches of the tree. There were also 
tags available for people to write the names of deceased loved ones and hang them on the tree. 
A Remembrance Service was held in the church at the beginning of December. The families of parishioners who died 
during the previous 12 months were invited to attend this service, and they were given a candle and the dove with the 
name of their loved one which had been hanging on the Tree of Remembrance in the church during November. 
Members of the Liturgy Group helped to put up the crib in the church and the town crib 
 

LITURGY GROUP 

FAITH DEVELOPMENT GROUP 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RENOVATION OF THE OLD MORTUARY IN  
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH – ST. BRIGID’S ROOM 

On the left hand side of St. John the Baptist church is 
what used to be the ‘Mortuary’ – from the Latin, 
‘pertaining to the dead’. It is where the coffins of 
deceased faithful were placed at the time of a funeral. 
This room is no longer used as such; since the 1960s the 
coffins of parishioners have been carried into the main 
church building. Last year the mortuary was renovated 
to serve now as a store room and kitchenette. We 
decided to call it ‘St. Brigid’s Room’ after Ireland’s 
secondary patron, Saint Brigid. The hope is that in the 
future, weather and public health restrictions 
permitting, refreshments would be served after Sunday 
Masses to maintain and promote the sense of 
community in our parish. 
 

INCOME & EXPENDITURE to 31.12.2020 
 

            12 months       Comparative Figures 
           to 31.12.2020    to 31.12.2019                       

     €                     €                                  
INCOME 
 

Offertory Collections            85,900             109,639     
Votive Lights                    11,329  15,684   
St. Anthony               2,663    3,200 
Exposition     425    1,005 
Papers & Books                            3,342    3,195 
VAT Refund          0        992 
Tax Back Scheme             14,498   14,497 
Tax Refund – Overpayment PAYE/PRSI        0        431 
Donations/Bequests                       5,516    7,018 
Sundry/Other                       8           0                                     
Organ Fund        65       120 
CCTV Recordings      294           0 
           _______               _______                            
            
            124,040            154,782  
 

EXPENDITURE 
 

Employees [inc. PAYE/PRSI]      39,495   46,363       
Insurance                  5,961    5,961         
Security                 2,716      2,680         
Heat & Light                                 8,999                      9,290        
Office/Stat./Tel.                           5,627                      7,056         
Diocesan/Benevolent Funds       17,908        18,935       
Church Requisites                        1,066     1,579         
Papers & Directories              7,335             7,039  
Church/ Presbytery Repairs        57,897      8,822 
Group Formation /Rent  1,000    3,726  
Parish Schools   1,300    1,614   
Choirs       400    1,034  
Grounds/Houses Maint./LPT    991    9,445 
First Communion/Confirmation    130       550 
Votive Lights                3,937    6,630         
Equip./ Webcam/Website               3,081    2,607         
Interest & Charges                            803             1,210         
Professional Fees                  308                       908  
Sundry/Other                                      1       249 
                          ______               ______ 
            
            158,955             135,696             
                       

Surplus [Deficit]             [34,915]                 19,086 
 

Balance B/Forward            61,447                    42,361 
               ______              _______ 
        

Reconciled C/A Balance 
as at 31st Dec. 2020                   26,532.00             61,447.00                
                               
 

EXTRAORDINARY ITEMS           
Deposit A/C         100,004 [Bequest 2019] 100,000 
 
Deposit A/C                      670,820 [Bequest 2020]            0 
                               
 
Total Parish Bank Balances  797,356.00          161,447.00    
 
 

PARISH FINANCES NEWS 

Date  Collection    Amount 
19/1/2020 Diocesan Needs (Quarter 1)    €860 
 9/2/2020 Lourdes Invalid Fund  €1,150 
 8/3/2020 Irish Bishops Commissions    €882 
10/3/2020 Holy Places (Good Friday)    €145 
Apr-Sept 2020 Trócaire Lent Campaign  €1,717 
16/4/2020 Diocesan Needs (Quarter 2)   €105 
28/6/2020 Peter’s Pence     €125 
19/7/2020 Diocesan Needs (Quarter 3)    €130 
27/9/2020 Priesthood Education     €170 
11/10/2020 Diocesan Needs (Quarter 4)      €60 
18/10/2020 Propagation of the Faith     €640 
15/11/2020 Marriage Support  €15 
                   €5,999 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FUNDS COLLECTED ON BEHALF OF DIOCESE 

St. John the Baptist Church and Carmelite Friary 
 

The churches are open for personal prayer only. 
Monday to Friday 
Carmelite Friary: 10.30am to 5.00pm  
Parish Church: 9.00am to 5.00pm  
 

Saturdays 
Carmelite Friary: 10.30am to 5.00pm   
Parish Church: 11.30am to 5.30pm 
Sundays 
Carmelite Friary: 12 noon to 5.00pm   
Parish Church: 1pm to 5.00pm 
Masses will be celebrated behind closed doors and live-
streamed. You can participate through the webcams: 
Parish Webcam (log on to www.kinsaleparish.org and click 

on Live Church Streaming). 
 

Carmelite Friary Webcam (log on to 
www.churchservices.tv/kinsale
carmelites ) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Priest on Duty: Fr. Robert Young: 021 4773700. EMERGENCY No.: 086 3339063 

SPRING STATIONS 
Due to Covid-19 public health restrictions, the Spring Station Masses will be live-streamed from the Parish church. The theme of the 
Spring Stations is “Living in Hope”. Please join in your Station Mass to pray that the Lord may give us fresh hope.  
A Mass leaflet for the Station Mass will be delivered to each home in the parish over the next few weeks. 
• Thursday 11th March at 7.30pm for: Hollyhill, Killaney, The Doon, Ballywilliam, Tissasson, The Weirs. 
 

• Friday 12th March at 7.30pm for: Cork St, Barrack St, Catholic Walk, Friary Lane, Friary Ave, Friar’s St, Chairman’s Lane, The 
Rock, Stonewell, Barrack Green, O’Brien Tce, The Kennels, The Belfry, Rock St, Carmelite Tce, O’Neill’s Villas, Finian Kelly Tce, 
Friary Court, Abbey Fort, Kinsale Manor, Bandon Rd, Ardcarrig, Abbey Place, Abbey Lane, Mandeville Tce, Friar’s Gate, Butcher’s 
Row, Abbey View, Hillcrest, Woodlands, Kippagh, Abbeycourt, Ard na Mara, Harbour Hgts. 
 

• Thursday 18th March at 7.30pm for: Brownsmills, Camphill, Farm Lane, Waterlands, Knockduff, Snugmore, Garraha, Kilcaw. 
• Friday 19th March at 7.30pm for: Summercove, Ardbrack, Fort View, Haven Hill, Ringcurran Rise, Ringcurran Grove, Rathmore, 

Prehane, Sallyport, Clonlea, Lower and Middle Cove, Bawnavouta, Forthill. 
• Thursday 25th March at 7.30pm for: Farrangalway, Ballyvrin, Ballinamona, Melifontstown, Ballythomas, Ardcloyne, 

Dunderrow, Whitecastle, Knocksmall, Horsehill, Ballyregan, Puckane. 
• Friday 26th March at 7.30pm for: Ballinacubby, Commogue, Knocknacurra, River Meadows, Rose Abbey Park, Abbey Crescent, 

Presentation Pl, Rose Abbey, Radarc an tSaile, The Orchards, Eltin’s Wood, Springmount, Compass Quay, Hogan’s Row, 
Monastery Gardens, Pine Grove, St. Joseph’s Tce, St. Mary’s Tce, St. Patrick’s Tce, St. Multose Walk, Guardwell Homes, 
Guardwell, Blindgate, Mansfield Land, Church Lane, Church Square, Winter’s Hill, Compass Hill, Dromderrig, The Mall, St. 
John’s Hill, The Green, The Ramparts, Rampart Court, Rampart Lane, Rampart Manor, Rampart Mews, Higher & Lower 
O’Connell St, World’s End, The Wharf, Denis’ Quay, Viking Wharf, Ferryview, Gift House, St. John’s Tce, Lobster Cottages, 
Shearwater, Sean Hales Tce, Collins Tce, Eastern Rd, St. Eltin’s Crescent, Admirals Walk, The Glen, Main St., Market St., Market 
Sq, Marian Tce, Assumption Tce, Pearse St, Newman’s Mall, Sleaveen Hgts, Sleaveen Pk, Scilly, Featherbed Lane, Market Place 
Apts, Market Ln, Barrack Hill, Glanbeg, Trooper’s Close, Malt House Apts, Meadowlands, Short Quay, Pier Rd 

•  

DIOCESAN LENTEN LUNCHTIME 
REFLECTIONS 

To help us all journey as a People of 
God in Cork and Ross through this 

Lent, Bishop Fintan invites us to join 
in a series of short reflections (15 
minutes) each Wednesday during 
Lent at 1.30pm. Details of links to 

join these reflections are available on 
the diocesan website 

http://corkandross.org 

ONLINE TALK – “MAINTAINING 
MENTAL HEALTH IN COVID TIMES” 

Kinsale Men’s Shed will host an online 
talk, “Maintaining Mental Health in 
Covid Times ” by Riana Vermaak, 
Clinical Psychologist on Tuesday 2nd 
March from 7.30-9pm. This talk will 
take place on ZOOM.  
Meeting ID: 901 246 1583 
PassCode: 884737 
All welcome, male and female. No fee 
but if anyone wants to make a small 
donation they can use our IDonate page  
https://www.idonate.ie/5970_kinsale-
men---s-shed.html 

MISSING CAT 
Male ginger cat lost/missing from 

Rathmore/Clonlea area since Monday 
11th January 2021. He’s distinctive in 
that he has only one eye and has only 

partial sight in the other eye with a 
film (like a cataract) over it. He is a 

much-loved rescue cat and is 
vulnerable without his sight. If anyone 
finds him, please phone 087 2200249 

OBITUARY 
Joe Murray, Cork Street 

The death took place, peacefully in 
Kinsale Community Hosptial, of Joe 

Murray on Wednesday 17th February 
2021. Joe was a quiet, kind, decent, 
honest man. He served his time in 

Actons Printers before he set up his 
own printing business in the Short 
Quay. He was well respected in the 

community, he was described on the 
Kinsale Facebook page as an icon 

because of his gentle nature. 
The funeral Mass was celebrated by 
Fr. Robert and the burial was to St. 

Eltin’s cemetery. 
We extend our deepest sympathy to 
Joe’s sister Netta, extended family, 

neighbours and friends. 
May he rest in peace. 

ANNIVERSARIES 
We remember in our prayers; 

Denis O’Donovan, 
Joe Walsh, 

Kathleen Cummins, 
Sheila Coughlan, 

John and Jimmy Ryan, 
Denis Connolly, 
Eddie McCarthy, 
Kathleen Carroll, 

Peter Curran, 
John and Noreen Keohane, 

John, Josephine and Rita Murphy. 
May they rest in peace. 

 

LAUDATO SI BOOK CLUB 
Over 20 participants from all over the 

country attended the first night of 
the Laudato Si book club. All are 
welcome to join us for the next 6 
weeks. If you would like to join us 
please email kinsalelsi@gmail.com 

and the Zoom link will be forwarded 
to you. 

 BIBLE STUDY ONLINE 
There are currently two groups in the 
parish who meet online to study the 
Bible every week. These groups are 
ecumenical and meet for about an 

hour. One group meets on 
Wednesday mornings and the other 

group meets on Sunday evenings. 
Newcomers are always welcome. Call 

David on 0861727747 or Ger on 
0876775126 for more information. 


